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the real digital revolution 

the revolution will be individualised (and open sourced, streamed, globally shared, remixed 

and distributed again...) 



tuesday, december 1 3, 2005 

whereof one cannot speak... 

this was not an easy decision, but in the end i came to the conclusion 
that i just can't be part of the del.icio.us sellout to yahoo, i don't think 
it's o.k. to tell people that they've been sold - just like that, and if the 
prize for "my" del.ico.us site was just o.i cent, i still would have liked 
to be told about it b e f o r e they sell, maybe i would have stayed then, 
i don't know, hard to tell, i'll be watching out for a true, trustful and 
non-commercial open source alternative to del.icio.us that i like. 

i feel a bit strange about this blog now, too, since it started as a kind of 
personal promotion tool for del.icio.us. i'll have to think about what to 
do with it. maybe everything that had to be said has been said now...? i 
don't know, we'll see. worilber man nicht sprechen kann, dariiber 
muss man schweigen. - whereof one cannot speak, thereof one must 
be silent. 
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digital_kevin 

view my complete profile 



links 

the r e a I digital revolution 

free library: archive.org 

free publishing: ourmedia.org 

free tv channel: dtv 



this was me at del.icio.us 
i_am_not_for_sale (aka digital_kevin) 

tags: del.icio.us, yahoo, sellout, Wittgenstein, digital_kevin 

posted by digital_kevin at 6:41 pm 0 comments 

Sunday, december 11, 2005 

all your tags are belong to yahoo now - 
mali.cio.us...? 

yahoo (the search company that recently helped jail a Chinese writer) 
went shopping and bought del.icio.us. how sad. on the other hand: 
maybe we now can change the beast from the inside...? sometimes 
that's better, certainly not easier, but no one said this would be, i guess 
i was just hoping... 



blogs for the digital revolution 

research/science/education 

personalize media 

cross-mediaentertainment 
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the future of music, media & 
entertainment 



quite a few people commenting in the del.icio.us blog are pretty upset 
about this, but the majority does not seem to mind, in fact they like to 
be inc.-corporated. well, the revolution always does eat its own 
children, but maybe this time the kids are not only hungry, too, they 
have the tools to prepare their own del.icio.us feast... we'll see. 

but: as soon as i have some ad on my del.icio.us site i'll erase all my 
bookmarks - one by one - and leave, same for having to sign in with a 
yahoo account, one of the reasons i'm using blogger, although it's total 
mainstream, is because google lets me choose n o t to have ads in my 
blog. the day they change that, the real digital revolution wouldn't be 
real anymore, i'd have to move to another blogging platform. 

why is money still so important...? people have made songs, written 
books and made movies about this: the best things in life are free, my 
tags are not for sale, my links are not for sale, this is also 
because they are not even mine, i just bookmark stuff i like, i build 
upon other people's work and try to promote what i think is important 
or great, if i can influence yahoo search results while tagging those 
sites i like, i'll stay with del.cio.us. but if i get the feeling that i'm just a 
little unpaid worker bee that helps raise yahoo's share prize and violate 
human rights than i'd have to say good bye to del.icio.us - i just hope i 
don't have to. 

in any case: another one bites the dust, but the show must go on. or 
does it...? maybe just not their way. because we are the media, i really 
feel like fighting about this one. 

sad_digital_kevin 

tags: del.icio.us, yahoo, human rights, china, blogger, advertising, 
search, we are the media, digital_kevin 

posted by digital_kevin at 9:16 am 0 comments 



thursday, december 08, 2005 

this is not a remix manifesto 

no remix should be illegal 

lately i had a thought that might sound a bit strange at first: there 
should be an additional point in the un charter for human rights 
saying that "remixing is a basic human right - no remix (as long as it 
does not hurt another remix) should be illegal." 
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i still like that idea, really, why...? because remixing is the creative 
manifestation of evolution, using the technologies of our time it opens 
up incredible opportunities for everyone, combined with the idea of a 
commons/participatory culture we are creating a world in which our 
old concepts of intelligence and ownership will soon not make much 
sense anymore. 

this is huge, and it's happening - right here on the web - right now in 
2005. the last 10 years, the time in which the web has become 
mainstream, have changed our world quite dramatically, but the 
changes in the next 10 years could be even more radical, and in the 
centre of all of this will one concept: the remix. 



re/publishing r/evolution 

for the first time in human history millions of people are creating and 
publishing their ideas and works for a world wide audience. 24 hours a 
day. 7 days a week, everyone is sharing his or her specialised 
knowledge and know-how with others: people are using sites like 
del.icio.us or digg for sharing and discovering links, wikis (like the free 
peanut butter wiki) for collaboration and blogs for publishing their 
ideas and writings. 

blogs are probably the biggest publishing revolution since gutenberg 
and the invention of the printing press: you can make your own 
newspaper, your own e-zine or publish your novel in progress - it only 
takes a few minutes and mouse clicks to set up a new blog! a trend that 
maybe started with apple's introduction of the laserwriter in the '80 of 
the last century (everyone could now make their own newspaper) has 
morphed into what we call the "blogosphere" - the publishing 
monopoly has finally been broken for good, and people are crazy about 
it. (i recently changed my startup page in firefox to technorati and it is 
almost scary to see their numbers of traced blogs going up by 
something like 100 000 (!) every day or two.) 

in his "we are the web" article from august '05 kevin kelly writes in 
wired: "a simple extrapolation suggests that in the near future, 
everyone alive will (on average) write a song, author a book, make a 
video, craft a weblog, and code a program, this idea is less outrageous 
than the notion 150 years ago that someday everyone would write a 
letter or take a photograph." and the answer to his question "who will 
be a consumer?": "no one. and that's just fine. (...) the producers are 
the audience, the act of making is the act of watching, and every link is 
both a point of departure and a destination." 



film noir music video 
money for the revolution! 
an emperor, his clothes, some 

revelations and old school super -8 
"handbook for bloggers and cyber - 
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culture building - patchwork blocks 

remixing is creating, it is linking up ideas, just like living organisms 
mix their genes when reproducing, remixing is evolution in progress, it 
is learning by trial and error, it is what little kids do when they play 
with building blocks, the first mainstream remix toy might just have 
been lego, but of course there was matador, too, some years before 
that... 

no one would come up with the idea of forbidding a young child to 
combine certain building blocks with others, this would be just so 
stupid, kids have to play with all the possible combinations their 
creative toys offer them, all those neurones in those young brains have 
to be connected... and maybe the perfect building block tower has not 
been build yet...?! we just don't know, really! 

and once you start seeing the remix concept from a child's building 
block perspective, recognise the incredible potential of the collective 
intelligence we have here in cyberspace, all those old concepts of 
ownership and intelligence really do become extremely absurd, totally 
outdated, seem so very small, so extremely narrow minded that you 
wonder why they still exist...?! who could have an interest in 
maintaining those traditional views...? in the long run i think no one 
really could have any interest, but it will take some time for certain 
people, mainly those who (still) hold exclusive, centralised power - like 
the remaining monopolies - to realise that all of their doings don't 
make much sense anymore (if they ever made any sense at all), that 
they will be hurting themselves if they keep on going like they used to. 
but maybe they just have to fail and crumble like any other empire in 
human history before: the rom of today is redmond when it comes to 
software, and it is Washington when it comes to politics, and it is rom 
again when it comes to religion. 

the new pope recently said (in his own words) that (young) christians 
could not just make their own "patchwork" like religion, could not just 
take those bits and pieces they like and combine them to something 
new. but the pope is wrong: off course people can remix their own 
religion - they are doing it! obviously this does not please the keepers 
of secret knowledge and power: the monopoly for absolution, the 
catholic churche's most precious treasure - their source of power - is 
under threat, in techno/rave terms we know what this means: god is a 
dj. only remains one question: who's the dj...? or rather: who wants to 
be a dj...? the answer can be found on the web: just look at all those 



blogs, vlogs, podcasts, videos and remix sites/projects... this is the 
promised land - for everyone - and it's here now, not just maybe there 
when you are old or dead: it is right here, right now. 

in the future everyone will be remixed for 15 minutes 

remixing is accelerating human evolution in a dramatic way: all our 
knowledge, cultural heritage, religion... this is the time for idealists, 
dreamers and people questioning the status quo (what status quo?) of 
traditional power-structures, the future is yours, get smart while 
exploring archive.org, publish your (creative) works on ourmedia and 
make your own tv channel with dtv! and there is so much more to 
come... 

there will be other changes, too. if everyone makes movies who will be 
the star? the answer is simple: everyone! just look at the night-sky. is 
it beautiful because there are just a few, selected stars or because there 
are millions of them - shining together in one symphony of light while 
being millions of years away from each other - maybe even gone, dead, 
but still shining on our side of the universe...?! 

the (hollywood) star system is basically a modern version of a 
monarchy, a remix on its own: a mash-up of monarchy and capitalism: 
as long as you help milking the cash-cow you are a star - once you get 
old, unattractive or start thinking/talking too much they either ignore 
you (charles chaplin, possibly the greatest film director so far never 
got a "real" oscar for his directing work: what does this tell you about 
the significance of the academy award...?) or bury you with a (life time 
achievement) award (which really is simply an angel of death award - 
chaplin got one in 1972 and died four years after that). 

the mobile village 

in just 3 to 5 years time mainstream media might not exist in the way 
we know it today: its power could be diminished quite dramatically: 
bloggers, podcasters, vloggers etc. are building up this huge 
decentralised network exchanging/offering/remixing everything from 
general to very specialised information, it's kind of funny: globalisation 
turns out to strengthen localisation in a way: you can find your local 
eco food store (which is not selling food that not only has been 
poisoned with pesticides but also has been shipped and flown three 
times around the globe for speculative reasons) on the world wide 
web. the global village in fact turns out to be your own village/town! 
and the message of the medium of our time, the net, is quite simply 



"the link", the culture of linking: it's all about connecting with all those 
other global villages, every community providing their best ideas, their 
most sophisticated concepts and know-hows...! it's the power of a 
collective intelligence vs. the "old school" centralised, proprietary way 
of thinking and living (and at the same time this gives more room to 
individualism, too - you will be heard if you've got something to say!): 
the future of media can not be centralised, it just doesn't make sense, 
centralised power (like in a monarchy or a monopoly) is always a risk: 
if just one of those many nuclear power station we have on earth 
happens to be involved in a worst case scenario (that statistics say will 
happen eventually, it's just a matter of time) then we all could be, 
well... really fucked for good. 

the question of d/ownership: copy/right/ wrongs and patent 
f/laws 

there are sculptors saying that they in fact don't create their work of 
art: they just carve out of the stone what has always been there... this 
is a very humble view on their art and gift, but somehow we could 
learn a lot from that: a scientist who discovers a new gene really only 
discovers it: he de-covers it, makes it visible for the rest of us, just like 
the sculptor gets rid of those parts of the stone that block the view to a 
piece of art. the scientist discovering a "new" gene does not create that 
gene! we tend to mix up discovering and creating things... a child 
discovers his or her own little big world - makes it his or her own, 
learning to say "my room", "my toy" and "my mother"... but the child 
will learn that he or she has to "share" "mother" with other people... 
"mother" was there before the child was born, and the "new" gene was 
there long before any human could even spell the word "science"! 

thinking about this our whole concept of ownership, copyright and 
patent laws really become totally absurd at the least: in fact it is 
laughable, arrogant and so naive - a child is quicker in learning that 
"mother" has to be shared than all those grown-ups claiming 
ownership for something they (only) discovered! would anyone come 
up with the absurd idea of filing a patent for "falling in love with 
another human" just because this person just fell in love with 
someone...? millions of people have fallen in love before, millions of 
people will in the future... it is still very special! it is still very personal, 
but filing a patent for a general "boy meets girl" movie plot does not 
make sense, unfortunately this kind of thing is exactly what more and 
more individuals/companies are doing these days, (i will not promote 
them with a link from this blog.) how can anyone file a patent for a 
gene...? it's as stupid as selling land on the moon, (and this has 



happened, too.) the good news: this kind of thinking/behaviour will 
not survive in the long run. it's not in the interest of the majority of 
people, history shows: in the end all kings, emperors, dictators, tyrants 
and monopolists have to go. their greed is part of the natural process 
of selection: the "fittest" is not the "strongest, the quickest" - that is 
why the tortoise always wins its race against the hare: it's all about co- 
operation, about sharing, and the logical consequence of co-operation 
and sharing is just simply: the remix. 

the web has become this huge remix platform, a world wide laboratory 
for combining all those building blocks that are out there: music, 
video, software, sounds, images, data of all sorts - anything than can 
be translated in is and os will be remixed sooner or later by someone 
and the result will be remixed by someone else and... creativity and 
imagination are the base for innovation, discoveries... we are really all 
just like little kids playing with toys for grown-ups when "making 
business", "exploring new market opportunities" or "creating the next 
masterpiece", it is all just a make believe game! but we take it so 
seriously that we put our little (c) sign everywhere (just like a dog 
marking up it's own little area with its urine) and file legal actions 
against someone who just happens to discover the same idea at the 
same time (as it happens so often...), why not just admit that we are 
only discovering, de-covering things...? it's still a great achievement! i 
still love gershwin and his "rhapsody in blue", i still think he was 
remarkable, but this does not justify the stupidity of our current 
copyright systems/patent laws! we are only hurting ourselves with 
that, this is why the creative commons concept is so important: it's a 
great start for a new paradigm of thinking/managing our cultural 
heritage/discoveries etc. 

the summer of remix 

fan fiction, (illegal) remixing of operating systems and music mash- 
ups are also all a form of personalisation, it's about changing things so 
they work for you: not everyone fits into the standard pair of trousers, 
this is why they come in all sort of sizes - and this is why someone 
invented (or is it discovered...?) the sewing machine: you can change, 
"remix" your trousers! wouldn't it be absurd to forbid you to do 
that...?! but remixing your favourite music or videos might just be 
illegal! can't they see how wrong they are...? it's still kind of cute if a 
little kid, proud of the sand castle he or she just build, does not want 
any other kid to use his or her own toys so that they, too, might build a 
sandcastle of their own. but if grown-ups do that kind of thing, if 
companies like sony use malicious software (it's called drm these days) 
to actually destroy another person's "sandcastle", than this is not only 



embarrassing, not only sabotaging evolution and the remix 
idea/ concept of learning by trial and error, is is probably also criminal 
behaviour, but just as m$ is being prosecuted all over the world for 
their illegal business practices, sony and all other big "players" having 
fun in this huge sand-pit we call "industry" will eventually be put to 
trial... in a way that's good, in another way i'm not sure if this is how it 
should be: is not any kind of legal/punishing system in itself just really 
sad and only a mirror image showing us how much we all still all have 
to learn...? do dolphins need judges and lawyers so they can live in 
peace with one another...? there must be other ways... but maybe that's 
asking too much, at least at this point in human evolution... 

and why not even think of the remix as a "child of love"...? since the 
summer of 1967 was the "summer of love" i can just see - with the 
concept of the remix taking the net by storm - a "remix summer of 
love" for 2006 and the summers ahead... just like the old hippy slogan 
"make love not war" could be seen translated in recent years at anti 
irak war rallies into "fuck don't fight" we might just be in the middle of 
the preparations for a giant modern day Woodstock here in cyberia: a 
true interactive world wide multi media online show to which 
everyone will be invited to contribute and watch and listen or read at 
the same time - the biggest free rave/party/show the world has ever 
seen: a "bring your own"-"take away"-"all you can mix"-event that will 
make look sodom and gomorrah as just another homophobic footnote 
in some historic scriptures - replace the literal tower of babel by a 
gigantic virtual people's palace of music and pictures: where love is the 
only authority know since it is as free as the air we breathe and as 
manifold and unique and special as each single snow crystal that ever 
was and ever will be... 

phony drm 

on a lighter note: since it's xmas time - the biggest shopping season of 
the year - and since this is all about remixing, i'm ending this little 
blog entry - that is not a remix manifesto - with a short remix poem i 
wrote a couple of days ago, maybe some other bloggers have more 
ideas for poems like that: 

a phony of a rootkit 

you are the phony of my life 
your rootkit is my bootkit 
you are as phony as a lie 
your route, kid: viral shit 



vital indi_ekg (aka digital_kevin) 

a kind ofp.s.: since remixing and reproducing do have something in 
common one more thought to the recent world aids day: every 
organisation and its leaders (past and present) who still think they 
can get away with condemning the use of condoms in a world where 
millions of people are or will be dying because they trusted and 
listened to those leaders: you are morally so very wrong and not the 
most nightmarish concept of punishment after death that you could 
come up with could ever be good enough to punish your arrogance 
and stupidity - you and your organisations are (personally) 
responsible for the suffering and the death of millions of people - you 
are morally guilty of negligence and involved in the killings of 
hundreds of thousands of people, may your own deity forgive you 
your wrong-doings, the hundreds of thousands of dead just can't. - 
peace. 

tags: remix, mash-up, cut up, digital revolution, human rights, 
publishing, kevin kelly, evolution, patchwork culture, collective 
intelligence, ownership, monopolies, pope, dj, archive.org, ourmedia, 
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friday, november 04, 2005 

this happens when your web 2.0 site becomes 
increasingly popular... 

about two hours ago i was searching for "paris riots" at technorati: 



Sorry 

We couldn't complete your search because we're experiencing a high volume of 
requests right now. Please try again in a minute or two. We're working hard to 
make our search results better. Thanks for your patience. 

(i Technorati Home 



and then i wanted to bookmark "digg" at my del.icio.us account: 



Digg is experiencing sudden massive user growth. We're adding servers right this mom 
ent to handle the increase of load. Please hear with us and we'll he back online shortly! 



but at least blogger is not having problems and so i can post my first 
official "web 2.0" related blog entry, while helping to increase the 
traffic to technorati and digg just a little bit more, interesting: there is 
a complex system (the web) and a feedback mechanism (the 
bloggers)... 



digital_kevin 



web2.o, technorati, blogs, news, search, digg, a.i., digital_kevin 

posted by digital_kevin at 3:59 pm 0 comments 



Saturday, October 29, 2005 

my archive.org movie collection in itunes 




have i mentioned before that i really like archive.org...? :-) 



digital_kevin 
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friday, October 21, 2005 

the "self-aware web" - the latest online -trends: 
archives & common/social sites and...: flock! 



a strange kind of feeling 

at one point over the last summer i had a strange kind of feeling about 
what was going on with the web - i thought "what if the web is about 
to become self- aware...?" (there is this dialogue in "terminator 2" that 
keeps coming back to me when i think about it - it's when arnie 
explains how the war started: "the system goes on-line august 4th, 
lggy. human decisions are removed from strategic defense, skynet 
begins to learn, at a geometric rate, it becomes self-aware at 2:14 
a.m. eastern time, august 2g.") only i didn't have a bad feeling about 
the idea of the web becoming self-aware, on the contrary, i thought: 
"wow... it might really be happening and we don't even realise it, 
because we are becoming the web...?!" (a bit like the ocean in 
stanislaw lem's "solaris" or rupert sheldrake's hypothesis of morphic 
fields and morphic resonance.) 

archives and people's media 

this all sounds a bit too much like science fiction...? well, i then looked 
closer at the latest trends on the web, and there it is, in some kind of 
way... (and a few weeks ago, when i heard about the latest ray kurzweil 
book "the singularity is near", i had a feeling that this might be the 
book about all of this...) 

so what are the latest web -trends...? basically it is all about 
"information and communities" (or information communities): 
archives (like archive.org), common sites (like commonmedia.org) and 
social sites (like del.icio.us). 

and then there is this very latest big trend of "meta-archives" (like 
opencontentalliance.org with some of the biggest players in it: yahoo, 
o'reilly media and again archive.org). also there are more and more 
projects like the one by the "creative archive license group", their 
slogan: "find it. rip it. mix it. share it. come and get it." who's behind 
it...? the bbc, the bfi, channel 4 and the open university, (unfortunately 
this project is "uk only", at least for now...) 

the hottest place on the net for (real) people's media (with a certain 
focus on social and political topics) is ourmedia.org (working closely 
together with archive.org): "we provide free storage and free 
bandwidth for your videos, audio files, photos, text or software, 
forever, no catches." not bad...! 

i could make a long list of other great (new) archives like ubuweb, 



which is like a mini archive.org (no relation!) for the avant-garde, 
there you'll find free (and legal) downloads of works by people like luis 
bufiuel, john cage or terry riley...! also there are all the "database" 
projects like the imdb, they, too, become more and more portals on 
their own (register and have a look at some of the imdb's services like 
"my movies" or the "message boards"...). 

so this is all about bringing the vast amount of information we humans 
have gathered (and often lost again) - all our knowledge, culture and 
history - into cyberspace: we are building electronic archives of 
everything we have, and thanks to people like brewster kahle from 
archive.org there is a chance that information will actually be free for 
everyone - for the future think archive.org only bigger and much more 
widely used...! 

the anti-trend 

the anti-trend of our time: monopolies like m$. they are still trying to 
enslave everyone to their proprietary "standards", they spend so much 
time thinking about how they can make people dependent on them 
and how they can kill innovation (one of their worst enemies!), that 
they are totally lost in their negative, fear driven way of thinking: 
instead of the "common's" idea of "give and you will be given" their 
mantra still goes: "take away choice, make them dependent on us". 

what about big "g"...? (i first read that on someone's blog who is 
actually working for big "g" - google.) i think they still want to be this 
"different kind of company", but they are at a crucial point: now it's 
time to make those important choices, go the "right" way (remain the 
company that people still love) or go the "easy" way, (try to) become a 
monopoly... 

social sites, blogs and...: flock! 

and because there is this vast amount of information that has to be 
found by people like you and me, basically all sites that use tags are 
very popular: flickr, technorati, del.icio.us... it's all about "finding and 
being found", just on a very large scale... 

and what about blogs? just yesterday i read technorati's latest statistics 
about the blogosphere: every 5 months (!) - for the last 36 (!) months - 
the amount of blogs (tracked by technorati) has doubled! this means: 
from now until spring of 2006 the amount of blogs (tracked by 
technorati) might just double again! and now they are already 



counting 19,6 million blogs! can you imagine what this means...? 
another 20 million people getting ready to create their own little 
online zine, their own little news portal etc. within the next few 
months... the future will be published! 

and then there is a new browser that might just be able to bring all of 
the above even closer together - it could be the ultimate next 
generation web -experience, it's still in "private beta", but you can 
download a very early version of it and get a feeling for the things to 
come: flock - the (mozilla based) web browser with integration/focus 
on social sites/services and blogging (and strong use of technologies 
like rss)! i think flock looks and feels very cool... 

now if you consider all of the above: does the idea of the web 
becoming "self-aware" still sound too far off in every kind of way...? 

hmm..., maybe i'm just a dreamer, "but i'm not the only one. " 

digital_kevin 

tags: singularity, kurzweil, lem, sheldrake, archive.org, 
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friday, October 14, 2005 

film noir music video 

since my 
"best real life 
friend" today 
launched his 
latest video, 
i'm 

announcing 
it here - it 
actually is all 
about 

remixing and 
publishing 
your own 
work on the 




net just by using the free tools available: a blog + 
ourmedia.org/archive.org for the video hosting - you could do that, 
too! 



"from station to station" is a remix of the film noir "d.o.a." (1949) that 
archive.org lets you download under a "creative commons no rights 
reserved" license! that means: you can make a video like the 
"stationvideo" and use it commercially... well, at least in theory, 
copyright laws are not the same all over the world, but it all looks 
quite o.k. for now... 

the "stationvideo" blog and free video download (also an h.264 
encoded "video ipod ready" version): "from station to station - a film 
noir music video" 

enjoy, 

digital_kevin 

tags: stationvideo, music video, remix, d.o.a., film noir, archive.org, 
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thursday, October 06, 2005 



the goal for the 1st creative 
commons annual fall fundraising campaign: $225 000 by december 
31, 2005. 



money for the revolution! 




"creative commons needs your 
support, over the past three years, 
we have offered authors and 
creators simple tools to mark 
their content with the freedom 
they believe it should carry, these 
tools have helped build a 
movement, there are now over 
fifty-million objects on the web 
that link back to our licenses, 
there are hundreds of volunteers 
working to spread our free 
licenses across the globe." 




if you give $75 or more you'll get this cool cc t-shirt...! 

what organisation ever gave you an intellectual infrastructure for a 
global revolution for just $225 000...? that's a bargain! quick, quick... 

cc fundraising campain 

digital_kevin 
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Wednesday, September 28, 2005 

an emperor, his clothes, some revelations and old 
school super-8 

these are great times for indie artists: it never has been easier to get 
your work out to a worldwide audience - no big time producer, no 
major label, no traditional distribution channels needed, you are in 
control, the old power structures and monopolies are falling apart, and 
this is only the beginning of the journey. 

but there are traps, and a wounded, dying beast can be quite 
dangerous, so it's a good idea to watch out... still, let's just leave the 
stumbling monopolies aside for a moment, they are taking care of 
their own downfall, no help needed, instead let's focus on what indie 
artists have to get right, and a good way of doing this is to look at the 
fundamentals of how your art "really works". 

in the long run quality wins - no marketing budget can suppress the 
word of mouth - accelerated in the online world - that the latest 
hollywood clone of a-prequel-to-a-sequel-of-a-remake-based-on-an- 
old-tv-show-based-on-a-novel might not be worth more than two 
hours of sleep. 

so what could possibly go wrong for indie art...? quite simple: what is 
the arrogance of money on one side is the arrogance of the intellect on 
the other, just because a movie is not commercial doesn't mean that it 
is any good, and on the other hand: just because a movie is great fun 
doesn't mean it has no artistic value, in fact it doesn't matter if a movie 
is made on a low or a big budget, in the end people do not care about 
production value, about formats or technologies - they don't even care 



too much about stars, otherwise an old, scratched b/w movie from the 
last century's late '20 with unknown faces would not work, but it still 
does, the same of course is true for old music and books, so what's the 
secret...? you might have guessed it already, it's the oldest, worst kept 
and still time and again forgotten secret about what draws people to 
movies or books - and on a more abstract level this is also true for 
music, paintings or sculptures: in the end it is all about the story, 
nothing else. 

there is this great fairy tale by hans christian andersen, the one about 
"the emperor's new clothes": the king is fooled to believe that he is 
wearing some new exquisite clothes that only intelligent people can 
see. but the king does not see them, and afraid of being looked upon 
as stupid he shows himself to his people wearing the new clothes, 
people praise them - no one wants to be seen as stupid - just then a 
little kid from the crowd says: "but he hasn't got anything on!" and all 
of a sudden people see the truth - literally: the naked truth... 

let's come back to the emperor's dressing problem in just a moment 
and have a look at two quite different indie movies - both of them can 
be downloaded for free: 

the first one, "revelations" (2005), is a 47 minutes long "star wars" fan 
movie, a lot of it (at least on a computer screen) looks pretty close to 
the real thing, this is quite impressive - a big achievement, but 
watching the movie you may come to the conclusion that it really is 
true to its original up to the point of being a bit uninspired, still, one 
can feel a lot of sympathy for the people behind "revelations": it's hard 
to make a good fan movie if the "real" one is not the best source of 
inspiration in terms of dialogue, acting and the handling of certain 
story elements, you'll probably like "revelations" if you are a big "star 
wars" fan - if you'd never heard of "star wars" you'd probably find 
"revelations" kind of curious, visually interesting, but if it were shown 
on tv you might be tempted to switch to another channel just after a 
couple of minutes... 

the other indie movie - faster to download because just 3' 39" long: 
this is one of those little treasures you can find on archive.org... it's 
from the "youth media" section, a short called "toy car" (2004), made 
by two 11 year olds in b/w super-8. just watch it... this is really wild, 
like "bonnie and clyde" for kids - it sort of looks like an old silent 
movie, no dialogues, just the music, it's fast-paced (some great 
editing!), it's raw and it feels very real, the story it tells is a kind of 
daydream fantasy: it's about breaking out of the normal, having fun, 
getting away from it all... it's an age old story, just like any story, but 
it's obviously the filmmaker's own story - they even show themselves at 



the end! the grainy b/w super-8 look works really well and the lack of 
dialogue is just part of the movie's cinematic quality, there is a link 
from the "toy car" site on archive.org that leads you to a film-school 
for young filmmakers - sure those kids had some kind of help, but you 
might just find this little movie more interesting than the very 
ambitious "revelations". 

i guess quite a few people would argue that "toy car" is "just a kids' 
movie", kind of sweet but far away from perfect... well, i don't care if 
it's a kids' or a grown-up's movie, and i think that "toy car" is great 
just because it is not perfect - that's the whole point! it's so raw, so 
fresh and so alive... and it does not pretend to be something that it is 
not. 

now imagine someone doing a movie that has a "big budget" look like 
"revelations" and the convincing power of "toy car"... that would be a 
good starting point if you wanted to compete with hollywood. i'm sure 
this can be done - and i'm sure this will be done... new independent 
distribution channels are forming in front of our eyes on the world 
wide web just these days... 

but no special effect, no marketing campaign, no video clip style 
editing or brilliant photography will ever be able to hide the fact that 
the emperor really is what he appears to be: naked, you still have to 
get the story right, technologies keep on changing, but good stories 
last. 

analogue kevin (digital_kevin) 
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Sunday, September 25, 2005 

"handbook for bloggers and cyber-dissidents" 

there are countries where having 
a political blog might get you 
arrested, tortured and killed, still 
people find the courage to have 
such blogs. 



HANDBOOK FOR 
□LOGGERS 
■■\ 

CYBER-DISSIDENTS 



REPORTERS WITHOUT DOROERS 





now there is some help: reporters 
without borders just released the 
"handbook for bloggers and 



cyber-dissidents". you can get the 
free .pdf download right here. 




since the 46 pages manual also 



■ 



covers blogging basics like "how 
to set up and run a blog" it might 
actually be interesting for anyone 
who keeps a blog. 



spread the word, this book really could save lives... 
digital_kevin 
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friday, September 23, 2005 

your own del.ico.us. views 

if you happen to hear a lot about del.icio.us these days but can't see 
what's so interesting about other people's personal link lists, then this 
might help: 

usually people tag their links - a link to this blog might have the tags: 
blogs - del.icio.us - digitalrevolution. when coming across someone's 
del.icio.us page these tags now let you view only those links you are 
interested in. 

on the right hand side of a del.icio.us user's page you'll find all the tags 
this particular person is using, the default view is "view as list", this is 
how the top of my list looks: 
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blogs 
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books 
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6 


comics 


15 


complexity 


18 


creative_commons 


40 


cyberculture 


6 


cyberspace 


tags 



let's say you want to see all my links tagged with "complexity", just 
click the complexity tag. (as of today) you'll get 15 links (plus those 
short descriptions i added) showing up on a new page, basically you've 
just searched a database for the word "complexity", it's that simple. 

but looking at those 15 results you might wonder why i tagged j.k. 
rowling's homepage with "complexity", is it a mistake...? probably not, 
so you might guess that i just happen to think that the harry potter 
books have to do with complexity, and even if you haven't read them, 
you might still guess that (i think) these books tell a complex kind of 
story, and you might further guess, that i am interested in complex 
stories, because otherwise i wouldn't have bothered to add this 
particular tag for j.k. rowling's homepage, and finally all of this might 
make you fell curious about the "books" tag that i also used for this 
entry (clicking it gives you the same result as clicking the tag "books" 
on the right hand site in the list)... 

just by looking at one entry you have learned a lot about me and my 
links and are able to decide if you find my links useful or not. 

now imagine what you can get if you find a handful of people whose 
links are interesting for you: it's like friends telling you what's worth 
checking out and what's not. it not only saves you a lot of time, it also 
brings a new kind of quality to your online life. 

when driving on an unknown road you'd look for signposts telling you 
where to go. tags are the signposts of cyberspace, and there is not only 



one person or authority putting up a signpost: everyone can add his or 
her own. that might not always be helpful, but it is still more reliable 
than a single signpost in the middle of nowhere that the wind has 
turned the wrong way round... 

let's just go back to those viewing options once more: 
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bundles 



in this picture (bundles) you see the "art/culture" bundle instead of 
"tags", you'll get this view by using the "» show | hide bundles" option 
at the bottom of the tag list, (the bundles themselves can be added by 
using the "» edit bundles" option.) 
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by frequency 



this view (by frequency) is like the one before, but instead of the 
alphabetical view the list is sorted by frequency: "» sort by alpha | 
freq" 

art/culture cyberculture digital_revolution art movies 
books creative_commons music evolution open_source 

.mp3 remix comics cyberspace del.icio.us games photo flash webdesigr 
drugs editirg art bright_eyes essays fcp firalcutpro graphics japarese 
kanji architecture gay go indie lego lucidjdreamirg pastafariar spirituality 
trailer 



cloud i 



using the "» view as cloud | list" option you can view someone's tags in 
a more visual kind of way (cloud i). 

tags free cyberculture digital_re volution art media video 
politics movies news audio books creative_commons film 
software blogs complexity music osx search tv database 

evolution open_SOUrce rss learrirg scierce p2p visualization 
writers .mp3 magazires remix stream tcchrcws text tutorials publishirg 
videoblogs wiki audioblogs comics cyberspace dol.icio.us games iptv 
podcasts radio 3d a.i. photo flash rgo tags webdesigr drugs editirg 
linguistics mac maps photoblogs programming sociology vie art apple 
berlir bright_eyes dw dvd essays fcp firalcutpro graphics hacks japarese 
karji philosophy add architecture asperger autism bank gay go irdie ire 
lectures lego lucid_dreamirg pastafariar spirituality sport trailer 

options 

» view as cloud | list 
» sort by alpha | freq 
» show | hide bundles 
» edit bundles 

cloud ii 

by hiding the bundles again you get the view you might already know 
from sites like flickr or technorati (cloud ii). 



tags 
options 

hide 

and by clicking the triangle on the left hand site of "tags" and "options" 
you can hide all tags and options (hide). 

now go and try doing this with some real life signposts... no, please 
don't, just explore del.icio.us/tag and maybe even sign up for a 
del.icio.us account of your own (it's free!): the tagging of cyberspace 
has only just begun... 

digital_kevin 
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Saturday, September 17, 2005 

intro to diy internet tv (iptv), indie tv/movie 



distribution/platforms, vlogs and some useful tools 
for the real digital revolution 

your own tv channel 

internet tv is different from tv as we know it. main difference: you can 
make your own. 

others can find your channel while browsing the tags of the channel 
guide in their internet tv software and subscribe to it via its rss feed. 

you not only make tv, but also actively create the channels you watch - 
all made by other people around the planet: vloggers, artists, indie 
film makers... the revolution will be individualised. 

one of the most promising software for doing this - free and open 
source - is dtv from participatoryculture.org. it's still in beta and at the 
moment there is only an os x version, but windows and linux versions 
and a full launch are promised to come soon, while dtv is for watching, 
browsing/ adding channels and managing the downloaded videos, the 
broadcast machine (web/browser based) lets you publish your work 
with the option of using p2p/bittorrent technology. 

in the co-operative age that we have entered everyone can send and 
receive, information is shared, build upon, remixed and distributed 
again, everyone wins, the only losers are the monopolies, they just 
haven't figured it out yet... 

> > insert mind movie > > 

int. school, day: the mediateacher - using his holographic real 
time double, because still having a nasty cold and therefore sitting in 
his living room at home - has just finished telling the kids about the 
old times when tv was one directional, when big business and 
advertising was omnipresent, when people enjoyed watching other 
people sitting around in containers being as bored as oneself but at 
least collecting their fifteen minutes of fame, a g i r 1 from the half 
circle of tables (one directional teaching with the traditional way of 
arranging the tables in rows has long been abolished) asks the teach 
e r ' s hologram, girl: "how could they live like that...? i mean, this 
was brainwashing, right...?" the teacher smiles, instead of 
answering he puts an 1 p on the ancient record player the kids love so 
much, a b o y asks, almost whispers, since everyone has gone quiet: 
"what's he going to play this time...?" real analogue cracklings from 



the old record spread a warm, calming and timeless retro feeling 
trough the classroom - it's almost as if the record player (its 
holographic mirror image and sound transmitted from the teacher 
' s home into the classroom) is a real, old fashioned fire place - and 
they all start listening to that oldie by bob marley, "get up, stand up", 
and the teacher lets the o 1 e d white board write out (via its 'voice 
to board' recognition option) two lines from the lyrics, while nodding 
towards the girl who just asked her question, and the girl smiles, 
knowing that the lyrics on the white board are the answer to her 
question: "you can fool some people sometimes, but you can't fool all 
the people all the time." 

< < exit mind movie < < 
explore the channels 

the people from participatory culture who bring you dtv and the 
broadcast machine also happen to be the ones behind downhill battle, 
a site that is promoting a fairer music industry, you might get the 
idea... 

there is a channel guide in dtv, but if you just want to read about 
internet tv for now have a look at vidcast.org, "your daily source of 
internet television news", for a commercial viewpoint, again news and 
a channel guide: t v over.net, "your iptv and internet tv news 
resource". 

two web tv/movie projects i find specially interesting: nerd t v 
("...guests like sun microsystems co-founder bill joy or apple computer 
inventor steve wozniak...") and "the scene", a quite innovative 
(fictional) series about video pirates. 

an interesting site to search for tv/video clips is blinkx tv, you also can 
submit your vlog or podcast, but you might not want to submit your 
movie (using the "not to pod" option), since then they ask for all sorts 
of personal details including your phone number... 

then there is video.google.com, the most interesting thing about it: you 
can add your video by uploading it through the google upload 
program! searching for tv content (at least outside the us) is still very 
beta, best to do this through the "about" site. 

another option: yahoo video search, they give you lots of search 
results, but adding a video is only possible if the site where the video 
is stored produces an rss feed... 



other solutions and video blogs 

fireant (os x and windows, both still in beta) also lets you watch video 
and add channels via rss, its main focus is video blogs. fireant has a 
dedicated user base, but there is another, browser based solution for 
watching vlogs, that you might find easier to use: 

mefeedia.com. i think they try hard to make this feel like flickr for 
vlogs (note: they don't actually host your vlogs!), you can browse their 
site via tags and they claim to have the "most complete list of 
videobloggers". it's definitely a site worth looking at. 

a popular how to/step by step guide to vlogging is freevlog.org, it's all 
well explained, but you might wonder who their target audience is 
since they keep on asking you at each step "why is this cool?". 

still another possibility for watching and subscribing to vlogs is itunes 
(at least version 4.9, better version 5 or higher), the video shows up 
where normally the cd cover art would be - just click it to make it 
bigger, (note: you might want to wait for the update/bug-fix to 5.01 
that should be out soon, since the initial release of itunes 5 from this 
week seems to cause some bigger problems with playlists for some 
users!) 

there are other projects with concepts similar to dtv out there, but 
probably you'll find that they are not free, use/rely on some kind of 
proprietary technology/format, want you to use the m$ internet 
xploiter or simply have been abandoned... 

p2p and stream 

programs like "the scene" or "nerd t v" also use the peer to peer 
concept for distribution. p2p technology makes it possible for everyone 
to publish larger (video) files, since everyone who downloads 
automatically shares the video... this is why the broadcast machine 
(the software that lets you publish your channel for dtv) is so 
interesting. 

more know-how and resources on your side are needed if you want to 
stream your video, a possible solution: the darwin streaming server, " 
the open source version of apple's quicktime streaming server 
technology that allows you to send streaming media to clients across 



the internet...", but this one is for pros... 

so what's the future: p2p or stream? i think it will be both (as well as 
the combination of the two: peercast). for smaller, low budget indie 
projects the p2p concept seems to be more useful, streams also often 
are harder to accept for users, they are o.k. for news or live events, but 
if you like a movie, ask yourself: do you prefer a (pay per view) stream 
or would you rather want to own the dvd...? 

and p2p is also the future for the big players: the bbc has just gone live 
with their imp website: "catch up for free - 500 shows, 300 hours, 7 
days of bbc programmes" all via p2p! unfortunately this service is for 
the uk only at the moment (and files expire, using drm, seven days 
after the programme transmission date)... 

another good site/ example for p2p distribution (indie content): 
www.legaltorrents.com. 

(indie) media communities 

maybe the most single important site on the net is www.archive.org. 
it's like the library of alexandria for the digital age. it's huge, it's great, 
and it's free, hard to believe that so many people still don't know about 
all the books, the music, the movies, the software etc. that you can 
find there... their open source movie section might be of special 
interest for indie film makers, video artists and vloggers: here you can 
upload/store your work for free - and anyone can download it (or 
watch it as a stream)... still quite new is ourmedia.org, "the global 
home for grassroots media", which basically is the archive.org 
community project... and you may believe the hype: "get recognised for 
your creativity, make your voice heard, register now and join the 
personal media revolution." 

as mentioned earlier there is also the google upload program for your 
movies, it just might take a while till your video finally shows up in 
google's video search, also the video playback (although based on the 
open source, multi platform vie) at the moment only works for 
windows, but firefox already is supported, google video might be 
interesting for commercial indie distribution, because you have (or will 
have) the option to charge people for viewing your video, just like at 
the itunes podcast directory, where right now you can subscribe to a 
podcast for free... 

still, all in all i am not so sure about the money making opportunities 
for indie artist when it comes to selling a digital copy of their work 



online, money can be made, but maybe not in a direct kind of way - 
and it all might take some time... also micro -payments are not quite 
there yet... 

of course there are many other tv, short movie etc. 
platforms/communities on the net. some of them let you view/share 
those little "funny" movies, others are specialised in short movies, for 
an introduction and links to some of the bigger communities/sites 
read the short film and the vlog entry at wikipedia (the vlog one is not 
just about vlogs, it also links to some of the newer and/or popular web 
tv channels that show their viewers work). 

the world of web -cams is one more piece of the puzzle in order to 
understand the true potential of internet tv. there is still a lot to 
explore, this never has been only about video -conferencing... a good 
place to start, again, is the wikipedia webcam entry. 

vie, h.264, dirac and hd 

for video -playback (and streaming!) the vie is a must have tool - it is 
no coincidence that google has chosen the vie as their video playback 
solution: no other player supports so many formats and platforms, if 
one day there will be a single player that plays back all those different 
files you encounter while surfing the net, it might be the vie. 

all vloggers, video artist and film maker can help to make the net an 
"open video format place" by encoding their work with an open 
standard codec like h.264 (next-generation mpeg-4). and since apple 
is embracing the incredible h.264 codec in quicktime 7 (and the-other- 
company-that-must-not-be-named is not): have a look at apple's faq 
for h.264! 

there is one more very interesting project in development: the dirac 
codec, an open source initiative by the bbc research and development 
department, yes, again the bbc! their faq says they "hope to get to beta 
by the end of 2005". so maybe soon a lot of people will be able to get 
rid of another not so great , real-ly annoying and real-ly, real-ly 
disliked, proprietary player when it comes to streaming video... the 
revolution not only will be individualised: it also will be open sourced, 
streamed and globally shared! 

and since hd (high definition) tv/video is definitely an option for indie 
filmmakers (e.g. via h.264): a good starting point is the hd for indies 
site. 



multimedia online show 



it remains to be seen if tv as we know it can just be "transferred" onto 
the net (including user unfriendly drm) - tv over the net might just not 
be another little box you have to buy, like some big players (including 
one big monopoly) are hoping for... the old concepts might just not 
work... i'm not convinced that people will once more let themselves 
become no more than "happy customers" served by companies 
exploiting "new market opportunities", in a few years time we could be 
seeing another one of those funny bubbles bursting and investors 
finally realising that "you can fool some people sometimes, but you 
can't fool all the people all the time". 

digital_kevin 

- all trademarks mentioned or avoided in this blog entry, as well as 
their great or not so great products are property of their respective 
owners/companies and protected under traditional copyright and/or 
patent laws - at least here on our planet earth, solar system, the 
milky -way. i'm not sure if nature, evolution and the rest of the 
universe actually care about it. - 
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friday, September 16, 2005 

two del.icio.us years 

del.icio.us just turned two years old - happy birthday!!! 

the net is becoming an even better place just because of del.icio.us... 

digital_kevin 
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Sunday, march 27, 2005 

share and remix 

this week yahoo - as the first search engine - started a search site for 
creative commons content only, now this is great - welcome to the r e 
a 1 digital revolution! 

for those unfamiliar with the creative commons concept: it is a new 
licensing model that lets people distribute their work much more 
freely, and gives you the possibility to use or - depending on the license 
- re-use the work of others, you could publish your latest novel under a 
creative commons license and allow everyone to copy it for non- 
commercial use - and you could still make money with it! in fact 
chances are higher you will, because you get free publicity by the 
(digital) distribution of your work, it's like with good music: people 
may download a lot of .mp3s, but if they really like an album, they go 
out and buy it on cd or vinyl - they not only want to hold the real thing 
in their hands, they also want to support the artists they like, obviously 
this only applies to interesting and truly creative work - something 
that the mainstream (music) industry is having a hard time to 
deliver... 

it is really happening, more and more people are 
communicating/distributing their individual ideas/creations via the 
internet: be it in form of text, music or video, either in a professional 
or a very personal way. the last ten years or so were more about the 
technical aspect of the so called digital revolution, the next ten years 
will be about this new form of communication that we are witnessing: 
now everyone can have a radio show or a web based magazine, (and 
this is not about everyone getting their 15 minutes of fame - it is about 
everyone finding their own voice and audience, however small or big 
that audience might be!) distribution of content is no longer in the 
hands of a few majors - soon they will be obsolete if they don't adapt to 
this new environment, monopolies will simply be crushed by the force 
of many individuals just helping each other out with something like 
free code (as happening in the open source community), prepackaged, 
deep-frozen and dead art will not sell anymore, since the hot stuff is 
out there for download via independent communities or some artist's 
website... this is the real digital revolution, big brother-style one-way 
communication is not the future, only part of a final and rather absurd 
series of shows proposed by the desperate mainstream media in its 



final hours. 



one should not underestimate the importance of a major player like 
yahoo starting an exclusive creative commons search, they know 
exactly why they are doing this, and this is a good sign. 

in twenty or thirty years when historians will look back, i believe they 
will say that this was the time when humanity made an important step 
forward in the process of evolution, it was the time when people 
started to really use the media, when individuals began to produce 
content - that really mattered - for other individuals - who really cared, 
the time when media, distribution and power where decentralized, 
when everyone got access to information, when everyone as a result 
just got smarter and when egoism, greediness and monopolies where 
simply replaced by individuals and the power of cooperation, and all of 
this happened because of what people did with the digital tools 
available: they shared and remixed. 

yahoo creative commons search 

digital_kevin 
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Sunday, march 20, 2005 



a picture tells more than a thousand tags 


what you see here is visual 




representation of my links/tags at 


CybiKullLft 


del.icio.us/spirit. the bigger a tag, 




the more i used it. this gives you 


rrnx - 

_ free 

-luiMilu 


some kind of idea about the links i 


posted, obviously different people 


di^itiLrevOlLliirt 


have different ideas about a 




particular word. 


art 

MA 


"digital_revolution" might well 




have another meaning to someone 




else, but that's also part of the 




quality that tags have: i will always 




find links searching my del.icio.us 
taglist, because i created those 


del.icio.us/spirit 



tags, they were not given to me by 

a search engine, whose categories i might misinterpret, (and this is 
why people say that tags are not categories.) at the same time you can 
look at this picture and maybe learn more about me, than if you were 
looking at my photograph...! and this also is not a "real" picture, 
because it's a picture made out of words with meanings you have to 
decode... but i do think it does work as some kind of profile, you can 
look at it and then decide, if you want to check out my links or not. 
you can get your del.icio.us "profile" at extisp.icio.us. and you can find 
more of those kind of pictures here at flickr, mostly submitted by 
people who have been using del.icio.us much longer than me, that's 
why there is much more detail to their pictures... all in all this looks 
quite fascinating, don't you think...? maybe one more reason to have a 
closer look at del.icio.us...! 

digital_kevin 
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Wednesday, march 16, 2005 

del.icio.us possibilities 

so you are still not convinced that del.icio.us is truly great? in fact you 
find it a bit lame, that you should be building your own little internet 
directory? it's like going to the restaurant and then having to cook 
your own food, you might say. in a way it is. but what if you meet in 
this diy kitchen a couple of interesting people, and you end up cooking 
this very tasty - not to say delicious (hint, hint...) - meal...?! while 
eating you realize you've never had anything like it... and you've done 
it yourself, together with a few strangers... it turns out, that one of the 
others is in fact a real cook, and he helped turning an old family recipe 
brought by this elderly lady into something even better, while you had 
just one little idea to contribute, but everyone agrees, that this really 
gave the meal that final, special something... 

everyone is good at something, and everyone is an expert in his or her 
own field: one of your friends might be a movie geek, another one 
knows a lot about computers, a third one always finds the best offers 
available... now imagine that there was a way to exchange all of your 
know-how in a few seconds - within a few mouse-clicks... wouldn't 
that be great...? it would be... del.icio.us! 

think of del.icio.us as a platform for knowledge transfer, like if you 
and your best friends were to give to one another your most cherished 
fifty books, (the problem of course would be, that you'd had to buy 
each book a few times...) but if that was possible, you'd end up with a 
little library created by specialists you trust - your friends! and you 



know what to expect, when the movie geek tells you that there is this 
one new film that you have to see, while you can ignore another one, 
that is being hyped by the media... 

del.icio.us is about people sharing their own specialized knowledge, all 
their how-to's and where -to's. it is like one huge, independent think 
tank, no search results sponsored by big businesses, no mainstream 
media giving you filtered or doubtful information... del.icio.us not just 
brings "power to the people", it offers an active process - it empowers 
you, the user! 

somehow strange that in a world gone digital - in this fast paced 
environement full of technical gadgets with the danger of loosing 
touch with what is real and human - strange that in a world like that 
we now find ourselves in the position of being able to do some serious 
information transfer by just providing other people with a list of links, 
while being able to use everybody else's links for ourselves... this is not 
just bringing "power to the people", but this is "power by the people" - 
knowledge transfer with a human touch, just like in this kitchen at the 
diy restaurant, where you had your best meal ever... how tasty that 
was, how... 

o.k., i'll stop now, i'm getting hungry, you might want to check out this 
link. hmm... i can smell something..., this might be tasty... this could 
be just very... del.icio.us...! 

digital_kevin 
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Sunday, march 13, 2005 

creative webmaster 

while surfing del.icio.us waves yesterday night, i got an error page 
(someone had linked a movie file to del.icio.us.): "only http, https, 
news, and ftp schema urls are allowed right now. if you have a really 
good reason i should allow another one, please email 
(nameremovedbyme) @burri.to" 

how creative is that...?! @burri.to! if you are cur.io.us (i just can't stop 
playing with this...) about the del.icio.us domain name, another link to 
"quick online tips", there is more about the creative del.icio.us 
webmaster: 

decoding the domain name del.icio.us 
digital_kevin 
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the real digital revolution 



the link from the previous entry (absolutely del.icio.us - complete tool 
collection) is just mar.velo.us... it should let you stay awake even 
longer on your mission to create your individual map of the web... 
what did i say...? hmm... maybe del.icio.us is not just about sharing 
information, but also about understanding it's organization on a 
higher level... can a website that let's you share and tag bookmarks do 
that...? make you understand about the true nature of links, 
connections - thinking...? and at the same time create a powerful 
meta-database with the "only" information being the path to the actual 
information...? 

if knowledge is power, then what potential lies in the concept of an 
organized sharing system of links to information...? 

this will be the cooperative age, the age of sharing, and i have a feeling, 
that del.icio.us is very close to the heart of what is becoming the real 
digital revolution. 

digital_kevin 
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con.fus.ed about del.icio.us...? - here is help! 

if you haven't seen anything like it before and are not into 
programming, it might just take you a while to fully understand how 
the del.icio.us site works, but don't give up! it's worth staying! 
remember when you first surfed the web (maybe ten years ago like 
me)...? how was that? strange, interesting, but also confusing...? but 
you could see the possibilities...? that's it! del.icio.us is your new 
gateway to the web. you need to learn how to use it. 

and in the cooperative world of the world wide web you can find help 
for using a great cooperative tool like del.icio.us. two links, one for 
beginners, the other one for the more advanced del.icio.us user: 

us.ef.ul - a beginner's guide to the next big thing 

just read it, if still confused about del.icio.us! and for the more 
experienced surfer: 

absolutely del.icio.us - complete tool collection 



digital_kevin 
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friday, march 1 1, 2005 

digital_kevin's blog for del.icio.us/spirit 

hello, world! 

this is my blog for del.icio.us/spirit. 

del.icio.us is like a meta-database. its information is the way to 
information, its content are links, that you submit and tag. (the link to 
this blog might have the tags: blogs complexity movies books 
cyberculture digital_revolution art.) this way you can search links via 
tags, and once you submit a link, you see how many people already 
have submitted this link to their collection: you can find the most 
popular links, or the ones, that haven't been hyped yet. or the ones, 
that never will... and you can search other people's links via tags: it's 
like dating for nerds, or geeks, whatever, just try it... oh, yes... you can 
access your links from anywhere, anytime - you only need to 
remember del.icio.us/yourname. 

this is me at del.icio.us. 

digital_kevin 
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